The Border Power i1s evil.

Now what?
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Democratic Party, hope to quietly talk the big-hearted into becoming
smaller-hearted and so less disgusted.

In the present conflicts, more people are coming to hold
beliefs like we have stated in this text. More people are joining us in
disgust against The Border Power and refusing to let The Border
Power draw limits around who we care about. To put it another way,
the opposition to ICE right now is partly caused by a lot of people
having a sudden moral transformation — becoming more big-hearted
and more disgusted. At the same time, the opposition to ICE right
now is partly causing a lot of people to have a sudden moral
transformation — sometimes big-heartedness and moral disgust
spread like laughter, like a cheer through a crowd, like a fire.

The present conflicts will eventually subside and probably will
do so before The Border Power has been defeated. This is a battle, so
to speak, that is part of a longer war. When this battle ends, the war
will continue. When the present opposition to ICE subsides,
unfortunately, some people will undergo a moral transformation in
the opposite direction, becoming less big-hearted, less morally
disgusted. The dominant forces in the Democratic Party and similar
social institutions will encourage this. That reverse moral
transformation will happen fast for some people and slow for others.
Many people will not experience that reversal, however. “We Shall
Not Be Moved” was partly a statement of hope in immediate conflicts.
It was also a statement of intention for the long term. The song
meant, in part, that we will not undergo a reverse moral
transformation. We will remain big-hearted and as a result disgusted
by injustice.

Our hope in writing this text is that it might help a few more
people hold on to their big-heartedness and their disgust, and to help
us help each other to hold on. We must all be aware that we will need
to shore each other up after this battle, and after the next, and the
next. We remain more steadfast in our big-heartedness and our
disgust — our solidarity lasts longer — when we make a conscious
effort, as individuals and in groups, to not be moved.

In facing The Border Power we are up against terrible odds,
awful power, and opponents willing to commit or rationalize
incredibly heinous evils. The same was true of The Slave Power. The
Slave Power was beaten, eventually. The Border Power will eventually
be beaten too. To beat the Border Power we need good strategies and

ICE disgusts us. We write this to people who are similarly disgusted.
We want to make a few points to help clarify what we’re up against,
and to help clarify some of what to do in this situation, generally
speaking.

What ICE has been doing horrifies us, and people’s resistance
to ICE inspires us. This mix of the horrifying and the inspiring
reminds us of slavery and the movement against slavery in US history.
We think the present is particularly similar to the 1850s. That was a
time when pro-slavery forces got even more violent, and when some
anti-slavery forces got especially serious about stopping slavery.

Anti-slavery forces sometimes spoke of what they called ‘The
Slave Power.’ The Slave Power included slave owners, people
employed to catch runaway slaves, and a great deal of the US
government. In the present, we can identify something similar. Call it
The Border Power. It includes employers who take advantage of
immigrants, ICE agents in the field trying to detain and deport
immigrants, and both of the major political parties, among other
people. ICE should be abolished, to be sure, and it’s important that in
saying this that we not be too literal: ICE isn’t the only agency
attacking immigrants and allies of immigrants. There is an alphabet
soup of government stooges with guns. When we say ICE we really
mean all of them. We mean The Border Power. All of it.

Abolitionists knew that stopping The Slave Power required
ending slavery altogether. In important respects ‘slavery’ and ‘The
Slave Power’ were the same thing. The Slave Power was the organized
defense of slavery. Slavery was the violent, exploitive reality that
created The Slave Power and supplied it with resources. The border
and The Border Power have a very similar relationship. We can not
really defeat ICE, we can not really stop The Border Power, unless we
make the border itself a dead letter. That is, unless movements for
justice can make the border unenforceable, problems like we are
seeing now will recur.

Any society with slavery will generate racist ideas and culture
to justify slavery, and will generate violence to protect and expand
slavery. In our society there is a common sense view that encourages
us to think of race, racism, and slavery in a way something like the
following. First, assume there are real biological differences between
groups of people called races. Second, assume that racism is when
people feel loyalty to one of those really existing different groups and
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much of words, but it is important to be aware that right now in many
parts of the US people are doing more than witnessing or speaking
out. They are actively stopping The Border Power some of the time.
It’s not enough (because The Border Power must be more fully
stopped and the border itself abolished) but it is very important and
very high stakes. What the Democrats encourage, on the other hand,
is that people stop getting in the way of The Border Power. ‘Don’t stop
the racist violence machine,” they all but say, ‘instead be witness who
documents its operations, speak your disapproval of the machine
(politely, though maybe with the occasional swear word), make
requests to the machine that it do a little less violence, or do violence
in a more orderly way.’ The Democrats encourage this directly, with
their calls for obeying the law, and indirectly, by proposing policies
that would make The Border Power less visible to the public and so
harder to oppose. Those calls defend The Border Power. If they
succeed they will leave immigrants more subject to violence and with
fewer real allies. In the terms we have used here, the Democrats
encourage the replacement of direct action with protest. We must
oppose that effort. Those of us disgusted by The Border Power and
who believe that a genuinely humane society is possible should
encourage the opposite movement, to help protest develop into direct
action as much as possible, make protests be an entry point that helps
people come to participate in more effective opposition to The Border
Power.

Again the parallels with slavery and abolition are instructive.
In the 1850s people might speak and write against slavery, people
might listen to talks and read essays detailing the evils of The Slave
Power. That was important activity, but it was more like the seeds of
opposition than full blown opposition. It was not important because it
encouraged the government to stop slavery: the government was part
of The Slave Power. Instead, it was important because it encouraged
people to begin to move toward participating in active resistance to -
taking direct action against - The Slave Power, and it built support for
the people currently taking such action. Similarly in the present we
must be clear that the government and both parties are fully
committed members of The Border Power and they will not be talked
out of that. They can be beaten through direct action if enough of us
make The Border Power unable to act. But that requires resistance
beyond protest. Thus when the Democrats encourage protest instead

The same basic point goes for borders. Borders are lines on
the ground that only some people can cross. This means drawing a
line between an in-group and an out-group. The in-group allowed to
cross the border and the out-group are not. This line-drawing tends to
take the form of racial divisions or something very similar to racial
divisions. Obviously terms like ‘immigrant’, ‘illegal’, and so on are not
names for biological differences. Still, they are racist terms. They
encourage people to draw lines between an ‘us’ and a ‘them’. They are
a resource that The Border Power constructed to justify and defend
itself, and a resource that pollutes the rest of society, encouraging
racism and violence. Similarly, these terms say to members of the in-
group ‘the border isn’t a threat to you, you’re in the in-group. The
people that we are doing this to aren’t like you, they’re in the out-
group, and they deserve to be treated the way we treat them.” And like
slavery, the border requires armed people — border cops like ICE —
who beat, kill, cage, and terrorize other people. The border racializes.
The border is a factory for making racism and racist violence.

This is all to say that any society with slavery and any society
with a border will generate racist ideas and culture to justify second
class status for some people, will inflict violence on those people, and
will generate justifications for that violence. This harms the people in
the outgroup, and it turns many people in the in-group into inhuman
monsters: ghouls willing to inflict violence or indifferent to violence
that others inflict. Half measures to contain or limit slavery could at
best only delay the inflicting or slightly cushion the violence, racism,
and oppression. Similarly, half measures to restrain border cops like
ICE can have important human stakes in the short term but they are
ultimately half measures which just delay the growth and spread of
racist violence.

Of course, people of good conscience can and do oppose these
forms of violence. The abolitionist movement in the 1800s consisted
of enslaved people who fought for their freedom as well as many free
Black people and some white people who were their allies. These
abolitionists rejected the dominant common sense and fought The
Slave Power against incredible odds. They changed the course of
history and created a culture of solidarity and concern for social
justice that future generations were lucky to inherit. Similarly today
we see immigrants fighting for their freedom as well as many allies
who are not migrants. This solidarity is incredibly important in the
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